
Through my vocation, I love and serve my neighbor 

Introduction 

“What’s in it for me?” By nature, human beings take that attitude toward just about everything. If 
someone wants us to do something, they usually have to convince us that it’s to our advantage. If it’s 
not, we’re not interested. When the Scriptures speak to us about our vocations, however, they don’t 
address us as we are by nature. They address the new creatures we are in Christ. New creatures in 
Christ don’t ask, “What’s in it for me?” They have a whole new way of looking at things. 

In the last lesson, we learned that our vocations are really the different roles God assigns us in life. We 
find joy in them because God puts us in them. But our vocations are more than just roles we fulfill. A 
Christian mother doesn’t get that name unless she’s somebody’s mother. A Christian employer is always 
somebody’s employer. By calling me into a vocation, God has placed me into a unique relationship with 
special people who surround me. Why has God done this? That‘s what we want to explore in this 
lesson. 

Our vocations place us into relationships with other people. 

Read Luke 10:25-37. 

1. What does the expert’s question (verse 25) imply about the way of salvation?  

2. Jesus’ answer probably made the expert feel a little foolish. Why?  

3. In one word, what does God’s law demand? For whom? 

4. Jesus’ story richly illustrates the meaning of two key words in verse 27. From the context (see 
especially verse 37), explain the meaning of: 

a. neighbor— 

b. love— 

5. How did the Samaritan find his neighbor? 

6. The Samaritan knew what to do for the man. His needs were obvious: he was naked, beaten, and 
half dead. Compare that to the way we know what to do for our neighbors. 

7. Did Jesus practice what he preached in this parable? How? For whom? 
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God works through our vocations to bless the people around us. 

Read Matthew 6:25-34. 

1. What gifts of God does Jesus describe in these verses? 

2. We don’t always think of the fact that God works through our vocations. But as an example, 
think of a pair of your jeans (made of cotton). Beginning with the cotton grower, list as many 
people as you can who handled them before you first put them on. 

3. If all these people did the work, how can Jesus say that God clothes us?  

4. Evaluate these statements: 

 a. “The people who sold me my jeans don’t ‘love’ me. They weren’t trying to help me in my 
need for clothing. They were trying to make a buck.” 

 b. “All God did was to set up the process—the laws of nature that make the cotton grow, the 
laws of economics that get the jeans to market, and such. Then he sits back and watches it all 
work. But it’s not really God that’s doing it.” 

5. A young person comes to you and says: “I don’t know what to do with my life. I’ve taken tests 
that show what aptitudes I have, but the careers they recommend for me sound really boring. I 
have hobbies I enjoy but none that would provide a decent living. What should I do?” How 
might it help this person to study what the Bible says about our vocations? 

 

 

Next week: God sends me a cross within my vocation 

 

What else is all our work to God—whether in the fields, in the garden, in the city, in the house, in war, or in 

government—but just such a child’s performance, by which He wants to give His gifts in the fields, at home, and 

everywhere else? These are the masks of God, behind which He wants to remain concealed and do all things. 

—Martin Luther (Luther’s Works 14:114) 


